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MICHTAY BRACHA

[ 5 Tamuz 5781

Rabbi Aaron Yaakov Lieberman has written a very
interesting kuntress collecting and analyzing a number of
sources that support the idea that Mashiach may be someone
who already died and comes back to earth through resurrection
.While there are certainly some shittos that reject this position
,Rabbi Lieberman’s work is grounded in accepted Torah
methodology and his careful and thorough analysis deserves to
be part of legitimate Torah discussion .

May the yearning for Mashiach that animates these
discussions help hasten his coming b’&le ira b’yameipu~
(Z

'Witlf or(é{ui/%si/h{}é%w

Yitzchak A. Breitowltz,
Rav ,Kehillat Ohr Somayach
Yerushalayim

“..HIS CAREFUL AND THOROUGH

ANALYSIS DESERVES TO BE PART OF

LEGITIMATE TORAH DISCUSSION.”
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Rabbi Zev Leff 9 IRt 2N o3

Rabbi of Moshav Matityahu IN'NNN 2WIND NAINRT KD
Rosh HaYeshiva—Yeshiva Gedola Matityahu IN'NNND NITA N2'W'—N2'WN WK
D.N. Modiin 71917 Tel: 08-976-1138 ‘90 Fax: 08-976-5326 'OpD 71917 YD AT

Elul 3,5781 August 11,21

Dear Friends,

I have read the Kuntres written by Rabbi Aaron Yaakov Lieberman that researches the idea that it
is possible that Mashiach could be someone who has died and will be resurrected to fulfill that role.

Every day we pray that we be people that are "Modeh al HaEmes" "admit to the truth". One of the
forty eight items with which Torah is acquired is "admitting to the truth". I have in various public
venues claimed that the idea of Mashiach coming from one who has died is not a Jewish concept and
has no source in Jewish tradition. After reading Rabbi Lieberman's Kuntres and seeing the sources he
brings to support this possibility, I feel compelled to write him a public retraction of my previous
statement and acknowledge that there are definitely bonafide Torah sources supporting this idea.
Although there are definitely sources that reject it and the fact that anti missionaries have used the
argument that a Mashiach returning from the dead is a Christian and not Jewish idea, however, to
claim that this idea has no source in Jewish tradition is not true. This in no way impacts on any
specific use of this idea to apply to any specific person or situation or support or advocate any specific
application of this concept.

I thank Rabbi Lieberman for making his Kuntres available to me and opening my eyes to these
sources.

I commend him on a quality presentation of the subject. May this Kuntres add to the legitimate
Torah discussion concerning the topic of Mashiach and increase awareness of and yearning for the
coming of Mashiach that will hasten the geulah soon in our days.

Sincerely,
With Torah blessings

3 A

Rabbi Zev Leff

“I FEEL COMPELLED TO .. ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THERE ARE DEFINITELY BONAFIDE

TORAH SOURCES SUPPORTING THIS IDEA.”
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T'Da
Mill Hill United Synagogue

Station Road, Mill Hill, London NW7 21U
Tel: 020 8959 1137
ED

UNIT SYNAGOGUE Email: office@millhillsynagogue.co.uk

Minister: Rabbi Yitzchak Y Schochet

Elul 8,5781

Many of the principles of Moshiach are often misunderstood, even by scholars, simply because
they haven't delved deeply into the matter. The notion of Moshiach being potentially from the

dead is one such example. It is an idea that was often criticized without a proper awareness of
sources.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zecher tzadik v'kodosh livrcha strongly encouraged the study of
Moshiach precisely to avoid such misconceptions. Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Lieberman should be

lauded for rising to the call, doing extensive research and opening the eyes of the wise to the
truth.

May his special kuntres continue to enhance the study of this vital topic which will surely hasten
the coming of Moashiach speedily in our days.

Rabbi Yitzchok Y. Schochet

Rabbi Yitzchak Y. Schochet MA CIArb

o
I, Mill Hill Synagogue is a member Synagogue and a part of the United Synagogue, a charity registered in England with registered charity number: 242552.

“THE NOTION OF MOSHIACH BEING
POTENTIALLY FROM THE DEAD IS... AN IDEA
THAT WAS OFTEN CRITICIZED WITHOUT

PROPER AWARENESS OF SOURCES”
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Rabbi Yosef Braun }sﬁ: I L nu’q

Member of Beth Din
of Crown Heights

¥"725 12m X"
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Horav Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Lieberman shlita has forwarded me his Kuntres
Shmoi Shel Moshiach, which provides an in-depth analysis as to the authentic
Torah approach regarding the possibility of Moshiach coming from the deceased
via resurrection.

The importance of studying the theme of Moshiach and Geulah in depth, especially
nowadays as we stand at the threshold of the Messianic era, cannot be
overestimated. All too often, a lack of proper understanding of the subject of
Moshiach has unfortunately been a painful cause of divide.

I applaud Rabbi Lieberman's work which amply demonstrates that Moshiach
coming from the deceased is not only a veritable possibility but was also a
ubiquitous belief during the times of Chazal and thereafter—and, most importantly
consistent with Halacha.

This kuntres has made a major contribution to this field and is highly
recommended for those who wish to study the theme of Moshiach min hameisim.

We hope and pray that this kuntres will hasten the time when “the knowledge of
Hashem will fill the earth as waters cover the sea”, at the true and complete
Redemption, with the coming of Moshiach speedily in our days.

"W 0"mM3 137221 757221 T2

0
Rabbi Y osef Braun

“ALL TOO OFTEN, A LACK OF PROPER
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT OF
MOSHIACH HAS UNFORTUNATELY BEEN

A PAINFUL CAUSE OF DIVIDE.”
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RABBI Y. ULMAN 13,:51& =R hAl
Senior Dayan Sydney Beth Din TR NITIDT X' T 7 AR
11 Elul 5781

It is with pleasure that | have received and reviewed Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Lieberman's
Kuntres “Shmoi Shel Moshiach”.

| have seen several letters from distinguished rabbis with praise for this kuntres.
RIPY T 13 | am adding my humble opinion about this work.

Many have approached the subject of Moshiach with preconceived notions based on
assumed beliefs but not anchored in Torah sources. It was a given by those who haven’t
studied the original works of Chazal that Moshiach can only come min hachaim.

However, throughout Jewish history, when a dispute would arise, we have always been
advised M1y 980 17 "Bring the Sefer, and let’s see.” All of our beliefs must be based on
Torah sources.

In this kuntres, Rabbi Lieberman, objectively and dispassionately, analyzes the sources from
Talmud Bavli, Talmud Yerushalmi, Medrash, Rishonim, Acharonim, and as it applies
Halachically to the Rambam, and demonstrates that Moshiach coming from the deceased is
not only a legitimate possibility but was also a common belief amongst our Talmudic Sages.

It is my fervent wish that this Kuntres should help hasten the coming of Moshiach by fostering
sholom between all Yidn.

Bivrocho,

Yehoram Ulman

“THROUGHOUT JEWISH HISTORY, WHEN A
DISPUTE WOULD ARISE, WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN

ADVISED “BRING THE SEFER, AND LET’S SEE.”

| 11
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Introduction

orn and raised in a traditional Jewish family in the suburbs

of London, England. At the tender age of 15 I became inspired

to increase my observance of Judaism. After finishing high
school at age 16, I attended Yeshiva, until finally receiving Rabbinical
Ordination at age 22.

I have been involved in studying the topic of Moshiach and Geulah
passionately, for over 25 years. Over these years, I came to hear many
different and often conflicting interpretations of certain statements
from our Sages that speak of the possibility of Moshiach coming from
the deceased. Oftentimes this led to painful discord.

In search of getting to the true and authentic understanding of these
seemingly isolated and perhaps cryptic statements our Sages made
about the possibility of Moshiach coming from the deceased. I came
to discover that these statements were not at all isolated, but rather
part of a much larger Talmudic discussion among our Sages, about
who they believed to be the eventual Ultimate Redeemer.

Whole passages within the Talmud Bavli, Talmud Yerushalmi, and
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Midrash discuss who will be the Ultimate Redeemer and if he will be
from the living or the deceased via resurrection.

It appears that not only was it a common belief among our Sages
that Moshiach could come from the deceased, it even appears to
have been the predominant belief at least during the second genera-
tion of Amoraim. But most importantly, as I demonstrate, Moshiach
from the deceased was a possibility that the Rambam did not rule out
Halachically.

It is worthwhile to note that there are various terms used in reference
to the Moshiach: Raui Lehyos Moshiach, B’Chezkas Sh’Hu Moshiach,
Moshiach B’Vadei, an unsuccessful or “Failed Moshiach”, and finally a
IPWw nPwn - “False Messiah™.

This Kuntres deals primarily with “rm>@wn n1°1% »IX2” - Raui Lehyos
Moshiach, “Fit to be the Moshiach”, that is a Torah Sage of Davidic
lineage, that has the potential to become the Actual Moshiach, also
known as the Ultimate Redeemer or the Final Redeemer. This cate-
gory has no Halachic status.

“MWn XMW NRIN2” - B’Chezkas Sh’Hu Moshiach, “The Presumed
Moshiach”. This category is the same as a Raui Lehyos Moshiach in
that the Sage still hasn’t fulfilled any of the Messianic Prophecies,
however he has now solidified and proved his qualifications by
performing the actions of compelling the Jewish people to observe
the Torah and fighting the wars of Hashem, this is a Halachic status
as codified by Rambam Hilchos Melachim 11:4.

An unsuccessful or “Failed Moshiach” - This is when the B’Chezkas
Moshiach loses his status as the Rambam states:

“If he did not succeed to this degree
or was Killed, it is known he is not the

| 13
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one promised by the Torah. Rather, ) =5
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he should be considered as all the

other proper and complete Kings of the ma dvn 223 X M
Davidic dynasty who died.” INRY DT DNPWT 11T
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Even though he loses his status as Chezkas Moshiach, Rambam does
not classify this person as a fraud. Rather as the Rambam states, “he
is considered as all the other proper and complete Kings of the
Davidic dynasty who died.” In this kuntres I will explain at length that
he reverts back to his original status of “Raui Lehyos Moshiach” and
how our Sages teach us that the “Raui Lehyos Moshiach” can come from
the living or the dead.

The last category is a IPW 1°Wn - “False Messiah”. The Rambam writes
Halachically that Moshiach has to be someone who first and fore-
most “diligently contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvos as
prescribed by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor.”

Jewish belief is that Moshiach or any potential candidate, must be
first and foremost a pious Torah Sage that we can verify, based on his
devotion to learning Torah and meticulous observance of Mitzvos. It
is therefore self understood that anyone who claims to be Moshiach
but is not devoted to Torah and Mitzvos is a fraud and is to be rejected
outright.

Therefore we find that the Rambam completely rejects the founder of
Christianity, (referred to by the Rambam, [Hilchos Melachim 11:4], as
“Yeshu HaNotzri” — Yeshu of Nazareth) as Moshiach as he states:

“Yeshu of Nazareth who aspired to be the Moshiach and was
executed by the court was also alluded to in Daniel’s prophe-
cies, as Daniel 11:14 states: ‘The vulgar among your people shall
exalt themselves in an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall
stumble.’ Can there be a greater stumbling block than Christi-
anity? All the prophets spoke of Moshiach as the redeemer of Israel
and their savior who would gather their dispersed and strengthen
their observance of the Mitzvos. In contrast, Christianity caused
the Jews to be slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered
and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the majority of the world
to err and serve a god other than the Lord.

“Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within
the power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our ways, nor
are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Yeshu



of Nazareth and that
Ishmaelite who arose
after him will only serve
to prepare the way for
Moshiach’s coming and
the improvement of the
entire world, motivating
the nations to serve God
together as Tzephaniah
3:9 states: ‘I will trans-
form the peoples to a
purer language that they
all will call upon the
name of God and serve
Him with one purpose.’

“How will this come
about? The entire world
has already become
filled with the mention
of Moshiach, Torah, and
mitzvos. These matters
have been spread to the
furthermost islands to
many stubborn-hearted
nations. They discuss
these matters and the
mitzvos of the Torah,
saying: ‘These mitzvos
were true, but were
already negated in the
present age and are not
applicable for all time.
Others say: ‘Implied in
the mitzvos are hidden

INTRODUCTION | 15
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concepts that can not be understood simply. The Moshiach has
already come and revealed those hidden truths.’
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“When the true Messianic king will arise and prove successful,
his position becoming exalted and uplifted, they will all return
and realize that their ancestors endowed them with a false heri-
tage and their prophets and ancestors caused them to err.”

Thus we see clearly from the Rambam that any abrogation of Torah
or Mitzvos is the very antithesis of what Moshiach is to accomplish
in the world i.e. “compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the
Torah) and rectify the breaches in its observance, and fight the
wars of God”. It is also antithetical of the very personage of Moshiach
i.e. Moshiach must be someone that “diligently contemplates the
Torah and observes its Mitzvos as prescribed by the Written Law
and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor.”

Thus far we see that the true Moshiach or a true Messianic candidate
is founded on adherence and strengthening of Torah and Mitzvos in
the world and not the complete opposite.

Similarly, the Ramban notes in his work titled “Vikuach HaRamban”
that we reject Yeshu HaNotzri because Judaism does not believe in
a dead “Moshiach”. Which the Ramban explains as follows. Yeshu
HaNotzri (and all other False Messiahs) claimed they were the “Actual
Moshiach”. i.e. they claimed to be the “Ultimate Redeemer” the
“B’Vadei Moshiach”. However according to Judaism the Ultimate
Redeemer must fulfill all the Messianic Prophecies, which includes
building the third Temple, in gathering of all the exiles, bring about
complete Torah observance and bring peace to the entire world.

Failure to successfully fulfill these prophecies as understood by our
tradition is the antithesis of Jewish belief in Moshiach and Redemp-
tion. So too, is the fraudulent reinterpretation of these prophecies
with a promise to come back after death and then fulfill any unful-
filled prophecies. As the Ramban explains at length that clearly these
Prophecies have not been fulfilled and points out that more wars,
suffering and murders have come into the world as well as, reinter-
pretation and abrogation of observance of Torah and Mitzvos.
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Furthermore, while Yeshu HaNotzri and all other False Messiahs were
alive Judaism summarily rejected their false Messianic claims due to
their basic lack of being Raui Lehyos Moshiach to begin with. That
is why none of our Sages ever considered Yeshu HaNotzri as even a
potential candidate for Moshiach even while he was alive. See Gemara
Sanhedrin 107b for detailed explanation as to why Yeshu HaNotzri
was never considered to be “Fit to be the Moshiach” even while alive.

Jewish belief is that Moshiach will strengthen Torah and Mitzvos,
(and fulfill all the Messianic prophecies) as Rambam states [Hilchos
Melachim 11:1] Moshiach will bring about completeness of Torah
observance. Whereas all the false Messiahs and their movements are
the antithesis of strengthening Torah observance. As Rambam and
Ramban state explicitly not only the False Messiahs themselves, but
also their movements abrogate Torah and Mitzvos.

However in this Kuntres we will be discussing someone who is Raui
Lehyos Moshiach, “Fit to be the Moshiach” due to his fervent adher-
ence to Torah and scrupulous observance of Mitzvos. As will be
demonstrated, this person can be considered Raui Lehyos Moshiach
while alive or dead.

It is my fervent wish that this abridged English version of my Kuntres
Shmoi Shel Moshiach, written in a way of 77°IRA2 770 277305, will
shine light on this topic for all those who love Hashem, love his Torah
and love their fellow Jew, so that this topic can be discussed without
any misunderstanding or discord so often related to this topic, and help
increase peace and unity among our holy nation.

May our increase in Jewish unity help us merit to see the true and
complete Redemption with the coming of our righteous Moshiach
speedily in our days.

With sincere wishes for Achdus Yisroel,

Aharon Yaakov Lieberman
Brooklyn, NY

| 17
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What is the name
of Moshiach?

he Gemara in Sanhedrin (97a-99a) contains a lengthy

discussion on various topics regarding Moshiach and the

Redemption. On 98b there are two short passages that are
germane to our topic. The first focuses on Moshiach’s name:

What is his name?

The yeshiva of R’ Sheila says: Shiloh is his name, as it is stated:
“Until Shiloh comes.™

The yeshiva of R’ Yannai says: Yinon is his name, as it is stated:
“May his name endure forever; may his name continue [}33°] as
long as the sun.”?

The yeshiva of R’ Chaninah says:* Chaninah is his name, as it is
stated: “For I will show you no favor”*[11°117].

1. Bereishis 49:10. as in the previous lines). This comports as
well with the parallel text in Eicha Rabba
1:51. The significance of this will be discussed
3. Our editions of the Talmud state “said”  below.

(past tense). However, the Oz V’hadar edition
emends the text to state “say” (present tense,

2. Tehillim 72:17.

4. Yirmeyahu 16:13.



WHAT IS THE NAME OF MOSHIACH?

And some say: Menachem ben Chizkiyah is his name, as it is

stated: “Because a com-
forter [D771n] that would
revive my spirit is far
from me”.’

And the Rabbis say: Leper
of the house of Rebbe is
his name?, as it is stated:
“Indeed, our illnesses
he did bear and our
pains he endured; yet we
considered him plagued,

stricken by God, and
afflicted™.”
The second immedi-

ately follows the first and
discusses Moshiach being
among the living or being
someone who lived and
died in the past:

R’ Nachman says: If he
(Moshiach) is among the

SANHEDRIN 98B

MW 72w IR KW 227 02T 0w 0
X1 027 "7 AW K2 0D TV INRKIY
2195 09I 1AW 77" IINIW W 1137 2NN
713°30 AR 713730 027 02T W NP wnw
W ."713°30 022 AR XD WK INRIT DY
P17 22" ANRIW W PRI 12 0NN D7INIX
NI717°1 20K 71271 .7°wD3 2°wWn Onan 2ann
NWw3 K17 137720 19X IKRIW W 227 *27
7121 Y133 1132w 137K 0720 137210
JINYN 09K

ARV KIX 713 R R 70 K 7203 27 DK
JRYY 12900 DT 1R IR
WITPA 13°27 13 X7 RO 0 K 27 0K
DTN WK DRIT 1130 RITORONN 10 X
172 WITPA TRV 27 DX 77 27 DX
172 NRIW IR NT 07?2 THYAS X
PR WX 0O7n T DRI OPAPR DR
271 PR .D°PR KPR DRI K 0P "Onb
0> X°wi >72y MT” 22N 7aRD Koo
.10°R 23791 70°p 1130 ?27021vY

living, [he is] like me, as it is stated: “And their prince shall be one
of their own, and their ruler shall emerge from their midst”.®

5. Koheles 1:16. The verse does not say
that Menachem was the son of Chizkiyah.
Mabharsha writes that fact was known to the
Sages via a received Tradition (kabbalah), as
will be discussed below.

6. We have translated the Gemara’s term
X117 (lit., the white one) as leper. Indeed,
the leprosy (tzara’as) discussed in the Torah
is often a white color. The Aruch (91 7¥)
translates X1 as Y1, disease or plague,
and writes that this person (whom his text

identifies as being from the house of R’
Yishmael rather than the house of Rebbe)
was afflicted with great diseases (@°x%m v
o?173). Compare Sanhedrin 98a, where
Moshiach is described as sitting at the gate
of the city, afflicted with disease. The expres-
sion “of the house of Rebbe” means that he
is a descendant of R’ Yehuda HaNasi [who is
known as Rebbe] (Yad Ramabh).

7. Yeshayahu 53:4.
8. Yirmeyahu 30:21.

| 19
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Ravsaid:Ifheisamongtheliving, [heis]like Rabbeinu HaKadosh.’
If he is among the dead, [he is] like Daniel the Beloved (°X bx;ﬁ;j
niTnn).

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: The Holy One, blessed is He,
is destined to raise another David, as the verse states (Yirmeyahu
30:9), “And they will serve Hashem their God and David their
King, whom I will raise up for them”. The verse does not say, “He
(God) raised™° [in the past tense, which would connote the return of
the original King David], but rather “I will raise” [in the future tense,
which connotes the rise of someone else].

R’ Pappa said to Abaye, “But it is written (Yechezkel 37:25), ‘And
my servant David will be a leader (N’ip;) to them forever’” [which
appears to mean that it is the original King David who will be the ruler
when Moshiach comes]?

[There will be two Davids, and they will be] like an emperor and a
half-emperor. That is, the new David will be the Moshiach, while the
original King David — referred to as a leader in the verse in Yechezkel
— will be second to him."

The plain sense of Rav’s statement (“If he is among the dead...”)
certainly seems to be that Moshiach can be a person who died in the
past and will be resurrected — someone like the Biblical Daniel.

We will examine this passage piece by piece and demonstrate, how
the entire passage can readily be understood as upholding the idea
that Moshiach can be someone from the living or, someone who died
in the past:

The Gemara begins:

What is his name?
9.i.e., R’ Yehuda HaNasi (also known as would potentially have fit the verse even
Rebbe). For why he is sometimes called better than “He raised” (see Maharsha).

Rabbinu HaKadosh, see Shabbos 118b. 11. Rashi ad loc.

10. Nor does it say “I (God) raised,” which



WHAT IS THE NAME OF MOSHIACH?

The yeshiva of R’ Sheila says: Shiloh is his name, as it is stated:

Until Shiloh comes. "

The yeshiva of R’ Yannai says: Yinon is his name, as it is stated:
May his name endure forever; may his name continue [}13°] as

long as the sun.*

Theyeshivaof R’ Chaninah
says:¥ Chaninah is his
name, as it is stated: For
I will show you no favor®
[72°am].

A number of commenta-
tors write that the students
of the yeshivos of R’ Sheila,
R’ Yannai, and R’ Chaninah
stated — and cited verses
from Tanach in support —
that their Roshei Yeshivos
are “fit to be Moshiach™®
(Mwn N> MRI).

Indeed, there is a strong
basis to say that even
after the Roshei Yeshivos

WHAT IS “FIT TO BE MOSHIACH”

It should be noted “fit to be Moshiach” X7
mwn  N1PAY, should not to be confused
with the Halachic terms mentioned in the
Rambam of Chezkas Moshiach — Presumed
Moshiach, and Vadei Moshiach — For sure the
Moshiach.

The term mentioned by the commentaries,
“Fit to be Moshiach” has no Halachic status.
“Tzadik HaDor” and
“Sar HaTorah” as will be discussed later. All
throughout this essay Moshiach and “Raui

Similar to the term

Lehyos Moshiach” - “fit to be Moshiach” may
be used interchangeably, as neither have the
Halachic status mentioned above.

As will be explained when a Sage is referred to
as Moshiach, or fit to be Moshiach the under-
standing is that he is, believed to be the one
that will eventually be revealed as the Final

12, Bereishis 49:10.
13. Tehillim 72:17.

14. Our editions of the Talmud state “said”
(past tense). However, the Oz V’hadar edition
emends the text to state “say” (present tense,
as in the previous lines). This comports as
well with the parallel text in Eicha Rabba
1:51. The significance of this will be discussed
below.

15. Yirmeyahu 16:13.

16. See Yefeh Anaf to Eicha Rabba 1:51
(1:43 in the 5769 ed.), 1MW 113° 7“7; Aggadas

Eliyahu to Yerushalmi, Brachos 2:4 [Aggadas
Eliyahu is a commentary on Yerushalmi
written by R’ Eliyahu HaKohen of Izmir,
author of Shevet Mussar, Midrash Talpios
and other works.] See also Pri Tzadik (Para-
shas Devarim #13, 791 7). According to
Aggadas Eliyahu, the statements made by
the students that their Roshei Yeshivos
were fit to be Moshiach were made previ-
ously by the Roshei Yeshivos themselves.
He also explains that the reason these Rosh
Yeshivos would hint to their students they
are the Moshiach is to help them feel that
Moshiach is not merely an abstract concept
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Redeemer. Such that when Hashem will bring
the Geulah - Redemption, this Sage that is
“Raui Lehyos Moshiach” will be the one to
fulfill the role of building the third Temple and
in gathering of the Jewish people.

However, prior to the redemption this Sage
is only the potential final redeemer, “Raui
Lehyos Moshiach” (unless he has attained
the status in Rambam of Chezkas Moshi-
ach) and thus has no Halachic status, as
mentioned above.

As will be shown a Sage may be “Raui Lehyos
Moshiach” while alive or even after he has
passed away."”

passed away these stu-
dents continued to say that
those Sages were fit to be
Moshiach:

1. The Gemara does not
quote the individual Sages
R’ Sheila, R’ Yannai, and
R’ Chaninah; it quotes
their Yeshivos. This could
well mean that after each
of these Roshei Yeshivos
passed away, the Yeshivos
they founded continued in

but rather a tangible matter, that they should
feel Moshiach is among them and if they do
Teshuva he will be revealed. See there for full
explaination. Yefeh Anaf (loc. cit.) writes that
some interpret Rashi (1w 111 11“7) as saying
the Roshei Yeshivos themselves hinted
they are “fit to be Moshiach”, as will also be
discussed below. [Maharsha understands
the students as saying not that their rebbeim
were “fit to be Moshiach” but that Moshiach
would have the attributes and characteris-
tics represented by the names of the Roshei
Yeshiva.

This approach is elaborated by Maharal,
Netzach Yisrael Ch. 41, who agrees that
the Roshei Yeshiva themselves made
these claims. See also Abarbanel (Yeshuos
Meshicho 1I:2:3). However even according
to the Maharsha, since Moshiach has to be
a physical human being. The actual person,
according to these Yeshivos, that actualized
and embodied these attributes and character-
istics was their own Rosh Yeshiva. In addition
the Marharsha loc cit. continues and states
regarding, “Menachem ben Chizkiyah is His
name”, quoting from the Midrash, Moshiach
was born on the day the Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed and was taken to Gan Eden. We
can see explicitly, that Maharsha holds it is

referring to a specific person (and refers to
him as Moshiach) and not just an abstract
name and attribute.]

Aggadas Eliyahu, Chasam Sofer and Barten-
ura all state that in every generation there
must be someone who is fit to be Moshiach
(mPwn N1PaR MIX7). See similarly Pri Tzadik
loc. cit. Sdei Chemed, Ma’arches Alef, Pe’as
HaSadeh par. 70, citing R” Aryeh Leib Lipkin
(a nephew of R’ Yisrael Salanter), writes the
same, and adds that each generation had
a good idea (D?¥X WWn) who it was; for
example, in the generation of the Arizal,
his students said it was the Arizal. The Sdei
Chemed loc cit. also mentions that (even
though there must be someone alive in each
generation that is fit to be Moshiach) Moshi-
ach could also come from the dead and gives
his reasoning that could happen in a case of
“Zechus Gadol” great merit, and quotes our
Gemara about Daniel.

It should be noted that R’ Shachna Zohn Z’tl,
former Rosh Yeshiva of Torah V’Daas, stated
in his sefer Pirkei Geulah, that this genera-
tion is “completely meritorious” and quoted
in the name of Reb Moshe Feinstein Z’tl that
when he mentioned this to him, he agreed
and also gave his own reasoning, see there
for further explanation.
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their derech.’®* The Gemara is accordingly quoting the tradition in
each Yeshiva regarding the name of Moshiach, based on the name of
the founding Sage of their Yeshiva.

2.Rashi writes that “each [Sage] would expound [a verse] according
to his own name,” showing his students that there is an allusion in
Tanach to his being fit to be Moshiach. A proof or allusion from Scrip-
ture remains true even after the person expounding the verse has
passed away.

3. The fact that right after citing these statements, the Gemara cites
the statement of Rav that “if Moshiach is among the dead, he is like
“Daniel the Beloved” may be further indication that the Yeshivos
continued to make these assertions after their founders had passed
away. For after all, there would be no reason for them to stop thinking
that their founders were fit to be Moshiach.”

From the above critical analysis, it is possible to say: That the Yeshivos

17. Yoshke the Christian, was never consid-  18. See Sefer Toldos Tanaim v’amoraim

ered to ever have met the criteria to be
considered “fit to be Moshiach” and certainly
not the “Actual Moshiach”, nor did anyone
of our Sages ever consider him to be thought
of as a potential candidate. As the Rambam
Hilchos Melachem 11:4 states “Yoshke of
Nazareth who aspired to be the Moshiach
and was executed by the Beth Din was also
alluded to in Daniel’s prophecies, as Daniel
11:14 states: ‘The vulgar among your people
shall exalt themselves in an attempt to fulfill
the vision, but they shall stumble.’ Can there
be a greater stumbling block than Christian-
ity? All the prophets spoke of Moshiach as
the redeemer of Israel and their savior who
would gather their dispersed and strengthen
their observance of the mitzvos. In contrast,
Christianity caused the Jews to be slain by
the sword, their remnants to be scattered and
humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the
majority of the world to err and serve a god
other than the Lord.” See there for complete
explanation of the Rambam.

chelek 3 page 1112 where he says it appears
the Yeshiva of R’Sheila continued after he
passed away and also partly bases his reason-
ing that the Yeshiva is called “D’Bei” - the
house of R’ Sheila. Regarding D’bei R’ Yannai
see sefer Doros HaRishonim chelek 2 page
137 that also shows the Yeshiva continued
after the passing of R’ Yannai. This is similar
to “Beis” Hillel and “Beis” Shammai, who
continued in the traditions of their founders,
Hillel and Shammali, after they passed away.

19. Our argument may perhaps be supported
further by the fact that in quoting the Yeshi-
vos of R’ Sheila, R’ Yannai, and R’ Chaninah,
the Gemara uses the word 0¥, which means
“They are saying” (in the present tense). The
plain meaning of the Gemara would thus
seem to be that it was not just in the past
(when their Rosh Yeshiva was alive) that each
Yeshiva said their Rosh Yeshiva was fit to be
Moshiach. Rather, they were continuing to
assert that their Rebbe was fit to be Moshiach
even after their Rebbe had passed away.

| 23



24 | KUNTRES SHMOI SHEL MOSHIACH

continued to say their Rav is Raui Lehyos - ‘fit to be’ Moshiach even
after he passed away. As being the Rosh Yeshiva’s themselves hinted
they are the Moshiach using a verse from Scripture, it thus became
the Mesorah - tradition among the students of these Talmudic acade-
mies, that their Rav is Raui Lehyos — ‘fit to be’ Moshiach.

Furthermore, as Rashi and Yad Ramah,? state, Rav is teaching us that
Moshiach can come from the dead, as such these Yeshiva’s had no
reason to stop that which they were saying while their Rosh Yeshiva’s
were alive.

20. Detailed analysis of Rashi and Yad Ramah
will be discussed in the Appendix.
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Midrash Eicha Rabba

efore continuing to further analyze our Gemara. We will

discuss this passage as it is similarly recorded in Midrash

Eicha Rabba (1:51), which starts with the words “What is
the name of The King Moshiach”. It brings all the names we have
discussed above in our Gemara. However the Midrash notes one
other name that is not brought down in our Gemara.?

The Midrash states: EICHA RABBA 1:51
R’ Beiva Sanegoria said, ‘Nehira is his MR R0 K2 )
name, as the verse states, “And light PX°17) MNIY ANW N7i73

(u’nehora) dwells with him.?*”

Why does our Gemara omit the opinion of

KWW ARY RN (2D 2
N XY

21. The Midrash starts by saying HaKadosh
Boruch Hu is his name, which our Gemara
dealt with regarding R’ Hillel. The Midrash
also states Tzemach is his name and
Menachem is his name. And concludes that
there is no argument as, Tzemach is numer-
ical value of Menachem. The Midrash also

continues to tell the story of Menachem Ben
Chizkiyah.

22. The Maharzav in his commentary ad loc.
says that R’ Bayva Sanegoria is hinting he
himself is the Moshiach as Nehira is related
to his name.

| 25
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R’ Beiva Sanegoria? The Gemara appears to be asking for the same
information that the Midrash presents, yet only the Midrash records
the name “Nehira.”

We can say the reason is as follows: Who stated Nehira is his name? R’
Beiva Sanegoria. The Sage himself. Not his students nor his Yeshiva.
It is not readily understood both Moshiach from the living, and
Moshiach from the dead, with a continued tradition from his students.

Whereas our Gemara is focused on teaching us both, Moshiach can
come from the living, or Moshiach can come from the dead.

Based on this, we can understand another difference between the
Midrash and the Gemara. The Midrash states, “R’ Yudan said in the
name of R’ Aivu, Menachem is his name.” However the account the
Gemara states is; “There are those who say, his name is Menachem,
the son of Chizkiyah.”*

As mentioned the Maharsha in his commentary quotes this Midrash
about Menachem ben Chizkiyah: “The day the second Beis Hamikdash
was destroyed, Moshiach®* was born and subsequently went to Gan
Eden.”

That was several hundred years before the Gemara was written. We
can say, that the Yesh Omrim - “Those that say” said he was Moshiach
both while he was alive and they continued to say it also after he
went to Gan Eden, (or passed away, as noted in footnote 29). As the
Maharsha continues to say about Menachem Ben Chizkiyah Shmoi -
Kabala b’yadam - this was a tradition passed down to them.

We cannot say the same regarding the Midrash’s statement in the
name of R’ Yudan, quoting R’ Aivu, since it is not overtly expressing
a continuing tradition nor is it related to a specific person (it was
an unspecified Menachem). Therefore, we can understand why the
Gemara only speaks about Menachem Ben Chizkiyah, the specific

23. Our Gemara also doesn’t bring the story  24. Agadas Eliyahu on Yerushalmi Brachos
of Menachem Ben Chizkiyah. 2:4 states: “Melech HaMoshiach”.
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person, and has a different version of the text recorded in the Midrash.
In order to teach not just about this abstract name of Moshiach
(“Menachem”) but rather to relate it to an actual person (Menachem
Ben Chizkiyah), as the goal of our Gemara, is to teach that Moshiach
can come from both the living or the dead and to record instances
that demonstrate this point.

As our Gemara continues:

And some say: Menachem ben Chiz-
Kiyahis his name, as itis stated: Because
a comforter [D711n] that would revive my
spirit is far from me.

The verse cited here is from the Book of Eicha, which was written
by Yirmeyahu HaNavi.?® Maharsha (ad loc.) writes: “Yirmeyahu said
this at the time of the Destruction [of the Beis HaMikdash], when
Moshiach was born?® and was [subsequently] distanced from [the rest
of] humanity [and brought] to Gan Eden, as it says in Midrashim.”#

It is clear from the Maharsha that Menachem ben Chizkiyah is the
name of a specific person? who the Midrash referred to as “Moshiach”;

25. Bava Basra 15a. to Gan Eden. Maharsha to our Gemara obvi-
ously understood this way as well. See simi-
larly Ramban in his Vikuach (p. 309 in Chavel

edition of Kisvei Ramban, par. 40) who says

26. Yirmeyahu lived at the destruction of the
first Beis HaMikdash. Nevertheless, accord-
ing to most commentators his statement

about Moshiach being born “at the time of
the Destruction” refers to the Destruction
of the second Beis HaMikdash. See, Ramban
in his Vikuwach (disputation) against Pablo
Christiani (p. 306 par. 22 in Chavel edition
of Kisvei Ramban) and Sdei Chemed (Vol. I,
Ma’areches Aleph, Klal 7).

27. See Eicha Rabba 1:51 and Yerushalmi,
Brachos 2:4, which state that Menachem ben
Chizkiyah was born on the very day of the
Destruction; and that winds and gales carried
him away. Although these sources do not
explicitly state where he was taken, Aggadas
Eliyahu to the Yerushalmi states that it was

that the subject of the Midrash in Eicha
Rabba (i.e., Menachem) went to Gan Eden; R’
Chavel points to the Zohar (Vayak’hel 212a)
as the likely source of Ramban’s comment.
See also Derech Eretz Zuta (end of Ch. 1),
where “Moshiach” is mentioned in a list
of nine people who entered Gan Eden in
their lifetimes. While many commentators
take the Midrash in Eicha Rabba allegori-
cally, others take it literally (see Abarbanel,
Yeshuos Meshicho, Iyun 2 Perek 1 for various
interpretations).

28. Maharsha notes it was a Kabala b’yadam
a Tradition passed down to them.

| 27
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and this person lived several hundred years, before the Amoraim
cited previously (R’ Sheila, R’ Yannai, and R’ Chaninah). Aggadas
Eliyahu explains likewise, going so far as to refer to Menachem ben
Chizkiyah as Melech HaMoshiach. The fact that he is no longer alive
in this world would seem to be a strong indication that Moshiach can
be someone who is resurrected from the dead.?

The Gemara continues:

’327 °27 RO NN 11aM And the Rabbis say: Leper of the house
1170M IRY PRI DY of Rebbe is his name, as it is stated:
0?30 11°2INIM RWI R Indeed, our illnesses he did bear and

12110 Y131 17112Wn 13NN

our pains he endured; yet we consid-
ered him plagued, stricken by God, and
afflicted.

JA1YNI 09X

According to R’ Reuven Margoliyos,®® this “leper” was a certain
student of Rebbe who, according to the Yerushalmi (Chagigah 2:1)
had violated the prohibition against expounding Ma’aseh Merkavah
(Kabbalistic ideas) in public and was stricken with boils.

The Gemara continues:

N> [0 °N JPM1 27 INX R’ Nachman says: If he (Moshiach) is
M ANRIW RIX ]AD XIT among the living, [he is] like me, as it is
12PN 12w 1IN 1R stated: And their prince shall be one of
SR their own, and their ruler shall emerge

from their midst.

With the above explanation in mind we can now understand the
continuation of the Gemara, where the Gemara states, “Rav Nachman
said: If Moshiach is from the living, he is like me, as it is stated: “And

29. While the idea of Moshiach’s coming to  Terumas HaDeshen 102 who writes that the
this world from Gan Eden is not identical wife of Eliyahu HaNavi was permitted to
to the idea of Moshiach’s being resurrected  remarry because he was no longer consid-
from the dead, being in Gan Eden may be ered physically alive).

considered Halachically dead (see Piskei 30. Margoliyos HaYam to our passage.
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their prince shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed

from their midst.”

Why does R’ Nachman preface his statement with the phrase,
“If Moshiach is from the living.” The Gemara could have simply

written, “R’ Nachman said,
Nachman is his name.”
or “R’ Nachman said, He
[Moshiach] is like me.” Why
then, does R’ Nachman
mention a condition that
Moshiach be from the
living?

The answer can be under-
stood from a chronological
overview of the Gemara.
R’ Sheila, R’ Yannai and
R’ Chaninah were all
first generation Amoraim.
Menachem Ben Chizkiyah,
was even earlier, by the
destruction of the second
Beis Hamikdash, in the
period of the Tanaim.
Whereas, Rav Nachman
was a second and third
Generation Amorah (Rav
Nachman bar Yaakov took
over the Yeshiva From
Shmuel in Nehardea).

RAV NACHMAN, TOSAFOS - GITTIN 31B

Tosafos writes that whenever “R’ Nachman”
is mentioned in the Talmud, the reference is to
R’ Nachman bar Yaakov. This R” Nachman was
born in Nehardea when Shmuel was the head
of the yeshiva there. (His father Yaakov was a
scribe in Shmuel’s court — see Bava Metzia
16b.) Maharsha on our passage identifies R’
Nachman similarly, noting that R Nachman
bar Yaakov was the son-in-law of the Reish
Galusa (Exilarch), for he was married to Yalta,
the Reish Galusa’s daughter (see Chullin 124a
and Rashi, Gittin 67b XN?” 7“7).

Maharsha is unsure if R” Nachman was a
descendant of King David — a requirement for
someone to be Moshiach — but he writes that
being married to the Reish Galusa’s daughter
is sufficient [as all the Reish Galusas were
descendants of King David — see Sanhedrin
5a]. Ben Yehoyada here writes the same.
However, Abarbanel learns that Rav Nachman
here is the 5th generation Amorah Rav
Nachman Bar Yitzchok.

Rav Nachman knew very well that the three prestigious Yeshivos of R’
Sheila, R’ Yannai and R’ Chaninah. As well as the Yesh Omrim about
Menachem, were saying, “Amri”, during the whole period of second
generation of Amoraim, that Moshiach is coming from the dead, and
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quite possibly the third generation too, as we don’t know when exactly
Rav Nachman said his statement.!

Its possible they continued to say so for even longer too, as explained
above this was their Mesorah. As the Maharsha says about the Yesh
Omrim regarding Menachem Ben Chizkiyah — Kabala b’yadam - this
was a tradition passed down to them, since the second Beis Hamik-
dash was destroyed.

Therefore, we can understand why R’ Nachman begins by noting that
“If Moshiach is from those who are alive,” [in contrast to what the
yeshivas of the aforementioned Amoraim continue to say about their
dead Roshei Yeshivas], then we can say that he is like Rav Nachman.

The Gemara continues:

1139 X7 X1 10 °K 27 DK Rav said: If he is among the living, [he is]
X°Nn 10 R WITRT 1720 like Rabbeinu HaKadosh. If he is among
MTINA WX DR 1130 K7 the dead, [he is] like Daniel the Beloved

(N0 WK 2R217).

As stated above, the plain sense of Rav’s statement would certainly
seem to be that Moshiach can be a person who died in the past and
will be resurrected — someone like the Biblical Daniel. As both Rashi
and Yad Ramah explain the Gemara this way.*

Rav thus explicitly and summarily teaches that Moshiach can come
from the living as well as from the dead. A key point that should be
noted isthat Rav’s teaching stands in our Gemara without rebuttal
or argument.

Now, Rav’s teaching may appear somewhat novel, for it appears to
presume that Techiyas HaMaisim (the Resurrection of the Dead) may
occur before Moshiach comes. Whereas it is assumed in the corpus

31. All the more so, according to Abarbanel  32. As does Maharsha and others. Rashi and
that R® Nachman here is R* Nachman Bar  Yad Ramah’s explanations will be elaborated
Yitzchok the 5th generation Amorah. in detail, in the Appendix.
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of Jewish literature that Techiyas HaMaisim will occur during the
Messianic era, i.e. some time after Moshiach comes and not before.3?

However, Rav is not speaking about the general Techiyas HaMaisim
for the masses; he is speaking of an individual being brought back to
life. Indeed, the Rambam writes in his Iggeres Techiyas HaMaisim3*
that “Hashem can bring back to life whomever He wants, when-
ever He wants, whether in the days (era) of Moshiach, or before
him, or after he dies” . And we do not find any Rishon disputing this
idea.®

With the above explanation in mind. We can also understand why the
Gemara recorded the statement of Rav Nachman, the second/third
generation Amorah, before the statement of Rav, the first Generation
Amorah.

Rav said, “If [Moshiach] is among the living, he is like Rebeinu
Hakadosh. If he is from among the dead, he is like Daniel Ish Chamudos
[the beloved man].”

We can say Rav’s statement was chosen by the Gemara to conclude
this discussion, even though, chronologically Rav preceded Rav
Nachman. As this statement explicitly teaches and concludes this
Talmudic discussion that started from “What is the name (of
Moshiach)”, that Moshiach can come from the living and can also
come from the dead.

Furthermore, we can see the Gemara records a precedent and tradi-
tion of Students continuing, to call their Rav Moshiach after his passing.

33. See, e.g., Sanhedrin 99a. According to 3 Perek7).
Abarbanel (Ma’ayenei HaYeshua, Ma’ayan
1 Tamar 2), the various Sages cited in that
Gemara are debating how many years will

pass between Moshiach’s coming and Techi-

34. Chapter 6 in Rambam La’Am edition.

35. The idea of individuals being brought
back to life is not uncommon in the writings

yas HaMaisim. See also Shabbos 63a with
the commentaries of Maharsha (ad loc.)
and Abarbanel (Yeshuos Meshicho, Iyun

of Chazal. See, e.g., Avodah Zarah 10b and
Megillah 7b, where the power to bring people
backto life is ascribed to Sages of the Talmud.



32 |

KUNTRES SHMOI SHEL MOSHIACH

King David

VS

Another David

he Gemara continues its discussion:

R’ Yehuda said in the name of Rav: The Holy One, blessed
is He, is destined to raise another David, as the verse
states (Yirmeyahu 30:9), “And they will serve Hashem their God
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and David their King, whom I will raise
up for them.” The verse does not say,
“lwhom] He (God) raised” [in the past
tense, which would connote the return
of the original King David®*], but rather
“[whom] I (God) will raise” [in the future
tense, which connotes the rise of someone
else, also named David].

The Gemara continues and asks:

R’ Pappa said to Abaye, “But it is written
(Yechezkel 37:25), And my servant David

36. Nor does it say “[whom] I (God) raised,” even better than “He raised” (see Maharsha).
which would potentially have fit the verse
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will be a leader (N’i{i;) to them forever” [which appears to mean
that it is the original King David who will be resurrected and be the
ruler in the Messianic era]?

The Gemara answers:

[There will be two Davids, and they will be] like an emperor and a
half-emperor. [That is, the new David will be the Moshiach, while
the original King David — referred to as a leader in the verse in
Yechezkel — will be second to him.¥]

It appears that this passage comes to answer an implicit question.
Why did Rav teach us Moshiach can come from the dead from Daniel
and not as per Zohar, Midrash and Yerushalmi®® that state if Moshiach
comes from the dead, his name is David. (i.e. King David himself).*

As can be seen explicitly from this Gemara, its because Rav holds
King David will not be the future Moshiach, based on the above verse.
But still opines, he will be known as David - a different David.

The ramifications are that Rav argues with the Zohar, Midrash and
Yerushalmi, that state if Moshiach comes from the dead it is King
David himself.“° We also see that Rav Yehuda, Abaye and Rav Pappa
also concur, and furthermore none of the Sages in our Talmud chal-
lenge this position.

Thus we see from this Gemara, that it is a dispute between the Talmud
Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi: If Moshiach were to come from the
dead, if it would be King David himself, as will be explained in detail
further on.

37.Rashi ad loc. Tannaim (see Tosafos, Bava Metzia 114b 371 713

38. Yerushalmi, Brachos 2:4 citing the and Chullin110b N7 73*7).
Rabbi’s who said, “If Moshiach is among the
living, his name is David; if he is among the
dead, his name is David”. Eicha Rabba 1:51,
citing R’ Yehuda the son of R’ Simone in the

39. Pnei Moshe ad loc.

40. Rav Tana Hu U’Palig - Rav is an early
Amorah and also considered as a Tanna.

name of R’ Shmuel the son of R’ Yitzchak.
Zohar 1:82b. The Zohar introduces its state-
ment with the word 1IN (We learned),
which indicates a well-known teaching from

Therefore he can argue with the Zohar
written by the Tanna R’ Shimon Bar Yochai -
regarding “his name is David”.
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Talmud Yerushalmi

s mentioned, the Talmud Yerushalmi and Midrash* also
similarly discuss the Name of Moshiach.

As mentioned above there are some differences and similari-
ties between the Midrash and our Gemara in Sanhedrin.

The Yerushalmi also has some differences and similarities to the
Midrash, which appear to strengthen the teaching of students
continuing to refer to their Rebbe as Moshiach even after his passing.

NMPWH X221 7K 2K 71327
Y 1T RIT RO D PR
TR TITRITR?INT N PR
DINR RIX XPITIN R
(X"32m"  D°21N)  RNDYD
“ 7179 PN Jon Wy

The Yerushalmi states:

“The Rabbi’s said, This King Moshiach,
If he is from the living his name is
David. And If he is from the dead his
name is David. Said R’ Tanchuma, I
will state the reason, as it states ‘And
He does Kkindness to his Moshiach

41. Yerushalmi Brachos 2:4, Eicha Rabba 1:51
both texts are quoted in full in the Appendix.
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to David’. R’ Yehoshua Ben Levi AnX IR M7 12 YU’ 220
said his name is Tzemach. R’ Yudan 12°°K 7 P72 77 Y N
the son of R’ Aivu said his name is 713°31 INKX INW OnIN NN
Menachem. Said Chanina son of R’ 5D X1 I32aR 17 7002
Avahu and they are not arguing. The 71°12wd  PIAT 1AW
numerical value of this is the numer- .OnIn K17 INX X0 PI07

ical value of this. It is Tzemach it
is Menachem.*”

From this Gemara we see several things. Firstly the Gemara’s context
is that it is discussing if the Moshiach will come from the living or
come from the dead.

Secondly we see there is an argument as to the name or identity of the
Moshiach.

The Rabbi’s say his name will be David. R’ Yehoshua Ben Levi says,
his name will be Tzemach. R’ Yudan says his name will be Menachem.

A rule in Talmudic learning is, that when there is a discussion among
the Sages about a given topic. When the Sage’s name is given first
followed by Amar/ Omer (he said) he is coming to argue with his peers.

Being the Yerushalmi brings down first the “Rabbi’s” stating David
is his name followed by “R’ Yehoshua Ben Levi Amar” followed by
“R’ Yudan the son of R’ Aivu Amar”. We can see that the Yerushalmi
shows there is an argument as to the name of Moshiach. Also as
noted, we see the context is dealing with if Moshiach will come from
the living or from the dead.

As noted above this Yerushalmi, the Gemara in Sanhedrin and
Midrash, are all quoting statements of our Sages from the Oral Tradi-
tion and are presenting them with only minor differences.

The Midrash starts its discussion based on the verse in the book of

42. The Gemara continues and says the story =~ Hamikdash was destroyed, see appendix.
of Menachem that was born the day the Beis
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Eicha “Because the comforter [Menachem] that should relieve my
soul is far from me. What is the name of the King Moshiach?”

The Midrash enumerates Sages that proffered the following names in
order of appearance:

1. The Holy One Blessed Be He, is his name - alluded to earlier on
Sanhedrin 98b by R’ Hillel that said we already consumed Moshiach
during the days of Chizkiyah.

2. Tzemach (abstract name)

3. Menachem (abstract name) — mentioned in Sanhedrin 98b,
Tzemach has the same numerical value as Menachem, as mentioned
above. The Midrash continues to tell the story of Menachem Ben
Chizkiyah (no longer an abstract name) born the same day the Beis
HaMikdash was destroyed.

4. Shilo - mentioned in Sanhedrin 98b

5. Yannai - mentioned in Sanhedrin 98b

6. Chaninah - mentioned in Sanhedrin 98b

7. Nehira - as discussed above

8. David - mentioned in Sanhedrin 98b - Another David

By each of the names given by a Sage “Amar”, “he said” is stated
following the Sages’ name. Indicating they are arguing with each
other.

By the last name enumerated, David, the Midrash states: “R’ Yehuda
son of R’ Simon said in the name of R’ Shmuel son of R’ Yitzchok.
This King Moshiach, if he is from the living, David is his name. If
he is from the dead, David is his name.” As mentioned above, this
Midrash is similarly quoting from the Oral Tradition, as are the Bavli
and Yerushalmi.

However there are some differences between this Midrash and
Yerushalmi.
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The Midrash ends with the statement:

“This King Moshiach, ifhe is from the living, David is his name. If
he is from the dead, David is his name.”

Whereas the Yerushalmi starts with this statement.

The Yerushalmi says the “Rebonon” (the Rabbis) say. Whereas the
Midrash enumerates the Sages names “R’ Yehuda son of R’ Simon
said in the name of R’ Shmuel son of R’ Yitzchok.”

The Midrash lists multiple names of Moshiach. Whereas the
Yerushalmi notes only three (David, Tzemach and Menachem).

Based on these differences we can say. As known, the style of the
Yerushalmi is to be concise. Therefore the Yerushalmi only stated the
“Rabbi’s” instead of listing all their names, and also lists just three
names to teach us that there is a dispute in the Oral Tradition, as to
the name or identity of Moshiach among our Sages.

But more pertinently, the Yerushalmi appears to have flipped the
order of appearance. In that the Midrash ended off with stating explic-
itly that Moshaich can come from the living or from the dead and that
his name is David.

The Yerushalmi starts its discussion with the statement Moshaich
can come from the living or from the dead and that his name is David
and that there is a dispute regarding his name or identity.

The significance of this is, that from learning the Midrash alone. One
might think that only the Rabbi’s that say David is his name. They
are the only ones who opine that Moshiach can come from the living
as well as the dead. And that all the other Sages that proffer names
such as Sheila, Yannai, Chaninah and Menachem etc. only opine of
Moshiach from the living.

Whereas, now that the Yerushalmi changed the order by bringing the
Rabbi’s first, that say Moshiach can come from the living or from the
dead, and that there is an argument insofar as his name or identity
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(Tzemach and Menachem). We can now understand much clearer
that really all of the Sages that proffered names in the Midrash also
opine that Moshiach can come from the living or from the dead.

As according to the Yerushalmi, changing the order in which it pres-
ents each of the Sages position doesn’t change or detract from the
simple understanding of the Oral Tradition being discussed.

The question then arises. If all of the Sages that proffered a name
all opine Moshiach can also come from the dead. Why then only by
David is his name, does it explicitly state the words “if from the living,
if from the dead.”

The answer appears to be. That it is because the Rabbi’s opine if
Moshiach comes from the living it is a Sage that we give the name
David to (as explained by the Agadas Eliyahu ad loc. we give him the
name David to be an amulet for him) and if Moshiach comes from the
dead it will be King David.

i.e. according to the Rabbi’s, if Moshiach comes from the living it is
one person. If Moshiach comes from the dead its a different person.
Its King David.

So too in Sanhedrin, Rav says if Moshaich comes from the living it is
R’ Yehuda HaNasi. If Moshiach comes from the dead it is Daniel. Rav
holds two different people, depending on if Moshiach comes from the
living or the dead.

Whereas the other Sages who each give a verse as a support for their
belief of the identity or name of Moshaich. They opine its the same
Sage, Sheila, Yannai, Chaninah etc both while their Rav is alive, and
also after he passed away.

Therefore they don’t need to explicitly state the words “If from the
living, if from the dead” as regardless they opine its the same person.

In light of the above we can now understand the Midrash, based on
how the Yerushalmi records this discussion. As mentioned above,
from our Gemara it appears the Students of Rebbe’s Sheila, Yannai
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and Chaninah continued to call their Rav Moshiach even after he
passed away. As changing the order doesn’t alter the simple meaning
of the Sages that proffered names.

The Midrash also calls this discussion “What is the name of the
King Moshiach” i.e. The Ultimate Redeemer. As such it appears the
discussion is, who is or will be the Final Redeemer and not merely
who is “fit to be Moshiach” in their generation.

Also it should be noted that R’ Tanchuma is quoted in Midrash and
Yerushalmi as giving the reason how the Rabbi’s know Moshiach
will be King David if Moshiach comes from the dead. As he quotes
the verse “And he does kindness to his Moshiach, to David”. This
verse is in Psalms, chapter 18 verse 51. King David wrote this chapter.
Obviously he wrote it while he was alive. It can be understood that
King David himself was hinting that he is Moshaich by stating this
verse.

Thus we can see (at least according to R’ Tanchuma) when a Sage hints
he is Moshaich while he is alive by quoting a verse, he also can mean it
after he passes away too. As according to our Sages and Jewish tradi-
tion Moshiach can come from the living or from the dead.

This also comes to buttress that which was explained above regarding
our Gemara, that it appears that the Yeshiva’s of R’ Sheila, R’ Yannai
and R’ Chaninah etc continued to call their Rav Moshaich even after
he passed away as each of the Rosh Yeshivos quoted a verse to hint he
is the Moshiach.

Our Gemara in Sanhedrin referred to all the names enumerated in the
Midrash, as explained above.

However, to teach explicitly Moshiach can come from the dead, it
didn’t bring the Rabbi’s - his name is David.

Instead it brought the statement of Rav, explicitly teaching that
Moshiach can come from the living or dead.

We can say the reason why the Talmud Bavli brought the teaching of
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Rav, instead of the Rabbi’s about David. Is because the teaching of Rav
is the the greater novelty - “rebusa t’fei”.

If the Bavli would have brought the teaching “David is his name”. We
might have thought that in order to say who is Moshiach from the
living or from the dead we must have a verse or a tradition past down
to us.

However the novelty of Rav is that we don’t need a verse or a tradi-
tion. It is sufficient to just have a Savara, a logical reason to believe
someone who is or was “completely righteous and suffered”, to say
who one can believe to be the Moshiach whether they are alive or have
passed away.

In Summary, Chazal teach that Moshiach can come from the dead
as a simple matter and do not even attempt to prove from how they
know that this scenario is possible. Nor do any of Chazal attempt to
question, argue with, or disprove that Moshiach from the dead is a
possibility.

As it relates to the flow of our Gemara, Chazal teach at beginning
of Perek Chelek that the Resurrection of the dead is a fundamental
doctrine that is derived from the Written Torah. Rav then states as
a simple matter, without citing any proof, that Moshiach can come
from the resurrected. As stated above, this leads the Gemara to ask
why Rav doesn’t bring his example from King David as Moshiach.

Perhaps a question to ponder is, (similar to the Yeshiva of R’Sheila etc)
after Rebbe passed away, while Rav and all the Sages hold Moshiach
coming from the living is most definitely a possibility. Did Rav
continue to point out who could be Moshiach from the living? Or did
Rav continue to believe Rebbe (in place of or in addition to Daniel)
would still be Moshiach and only point to Moshiach from the dead?



DANIEL THE BELOVED

Daniel The Beloved

s mentioned above, Rav went back several generations to
chose Daniel as his example to teach Moshiach can come
from the dead.

If all Rav wanted was to teach us Moshiach can come from the dead.
Why didn’t he pick someone closer to his generation. Such as the
generation prior to his. Why specifically Daniel? As mentioned above,
Rav is understood by all the commentaries as picking Daniel as his
example based on a Sevara, logical inference, due to him being righ-
teous and suffered. And not due to an allusion in scripture or of a
tradition taught to him by his teachers.

Furthermore while Daniel’s righteousness was most definitely great.
Still our Sages state, Bava Basra 4a, that enduring the ordeal of being
thrown into the lions den, was because he had provided King Nebu-
chadnezzar with advice to give charity to the Jewish poor in order to
avoid Divine retribution.

i.e. none of the commentaries state the reason Rav chose Daniel is due
to him being the most righteous of all time.
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This point is also readily understood from the many others that
were also thought of as Moshiach from the dead. Such as R’ Sheila,
Menachem etc.

Perhaps its possible to say why specifically Rav chose Daniel is as
follows. Rav actually didn’t chose Daniel. He chose “Daniel the
Beloved” NiTin WX 78%17.

The word beloved *N1T11, could also be understood as the hebrew
word T1°11 - desire i.e. Daniel the man that has desire.

Daniel witnessed the destruction of the first Temple. Our Sages teach
us that Daniel had great desire for Moshiach to come and rebuild the
Temple. Perhaps this was the reason why Rav and both explanations
of Rashi refer to Daniel by his appellation “Daniel the beloved” to hint
to his desire and yearning for the rebuilding of the Temple which is in
part what earned him that appellation.

Furthermore, Daniel was synonymous and renowned for Moshiach
and redemption. Hashem revealed the “Ketz” - the end time of
redemption to Daniel. Hashem didn’t reveal this secret to any othetr,
not even Yaakov Avinu.

Daniel subsequently hid the end date in his book, the book of Daniel.
Furthermore, it is logical to say that many people throughout the
generations were reading the book of Daniel in order to decipher his
hidden code and figure out the End of Days.

As such perhaps it could be said that these are the reasons Daniel was
synonymous and renowned for Moshiach and redemption.

And perhaps these are the reasons Rav chose to teach us Moshiach
can come from the dead by using specifically Daniel. 44

As if Rav wanted to teach us the virtues of learning Torah diligently
day and night. He may well have used R’ Shimon Bar Yochai as his

43. See Sefer Chamudos of R Moshe Dovid  44.See Sefer Mishbtzos Zahav Daniel chapter
Vaali (student of Ramchal), Daniel Chapter 7 10 page 327 where he explains similarly.
where he explains similarly.



DANIEL THE BELOVED

example with which to teach us. As R’ Shimon Bar Yochai was synon-
ymous and renowned for learning Torah.

So too here, he chose Daniel not because only Daniel could be thought
of as Moshiach from the dead,* but rather because Daniel was synon-
ymous and renowned for Moshiach and redemption.

45. See Rashi and Yad Ramah commentaries
at length in appendix.

| 43



44 |

KUNTRES SHMOI SHEL MOSHIACH

In Conclusion

rom all of the above, we can see that belief in Moshiach coming

from the dead appears to have been a common belief during

the times of our Sages. Multiple sources that discuss the possi-
bility of Moshiach coming from the dead from Chazal, Rishonim and
Acharonim have been quoted.

As for Moshiach from the dead as it relates to the Rambam I’'Halacha.
Rambam Hilchos Melachim Perek 11 Halacha 4 codifies how the
Jewish People can identify - “This one, that the Torah promises on
him” i.e. The Ultimate Redeemer, which is codified into two stages,
by performance of specific actions. First, the B’chezkas Moshiach -
the presumed to be Moshiach and then the Vadei Moshiach - it is
absolute he is Moshiach.

Raui Lehyos Moshiach, a Sage who is “fit” to be Moshiach (whether
alive or dead) has no Halachic status in the Rambam. Similar to the
status or term “Tzadik HaDor” or “Sar HaTorah”. There are no special
Halachos or Halachic status associated with this quasi status other
than, that he is a great Torah Sage.



IN CONCLUSION

Rambam in Iggeres Techias HaMaisim
chapter 6 states “Hashem can resurrect
anyone he wants, any time he wants.
During the days of Moshiach, or before,
or after Moshaich dies.*”

MmRNA M 22nn°
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We thus see that the Rambam opines
Techias HaMaisim - Resurrection of individuals¥, can be anytime
Hashem wants. Even before the days of Moshiach.

If at the Will of Hashem, a Tzadik that is Raui Lehyos Moshiach will
be resurrected and then start to perform the signs or actions codified
by the Rambam of B’Chezkas Moshiach and then Vadei Moshaich. For
sure the Rambam would rule this Tzadik is B’'Chezkas Moshiach and
Vadei Moshaich. As such we can see, that Moshiach from the dead
was not ruled out by the Rambam I’Halacha.

May it be the Will of Hashem that we see the B'chezkas Moshiach and
Vadei Moshiach speedily in our days with the coming of Moshiach
Now!

46. It should be noted that Rambam holds
like the opinion of Shmuel that the only
difference between now and the days of
Moshiach is we will not be subjugated to
slavery. i.e. there will be no changes in
regards to the natural order of the world.
Thus we see even the opinion of Shmuel does
not come to negate the possibility of a limited
amount of miracles including the resurrec-
tion of individuals. Furthermore it should

be noted Shmuel’s opinion was not brought
to argue with Rav in our Gemara regarding
Moshiach coming from the dead. Shmuel’s
opinion was brought later in the Gemara on
page 99a regarding a different topic relative
to a dispute with R’ Yochanan.

47. This is distinct from the general Techias
Hamaisim for the masses that will take place
sometime after Moshiach comes.
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RASHI'S TWO INTERPRETATIONS

Rashi’s Two Interpretations

ashi swv. “if from the living, he is like (kegon) Rabeinu

Hakadosh”- Rashi offers two
statement.

The first interpretation:

If he is among the living, [he is] like
Rabbeinu HaKadosh — If Moshiach is
from those who are alive now, certainly
he is Rabbeinu HaKadosh, who suffers
[from] sicknesses and is a completely
devout person, like we say in Bava
Metzia (85a). And if he (Moshiach) is
from those who already died, [he is]
Daniel the Beloved who was judged
with [having to undergo] suffering in

interpretations of Rav’s

11°27 1A R ROD N OR
INIRD TPWHR OR - WIIPD
WA ORTY VWOY DN
52107 L, wMIpn 1N
;77 M3 TPOMm DORIPAN
,711D) XY XM X222 J3°AKTD
TNIRD B[R] (7°7) ORI (R
1] (7)) - 920 nnw
N7 MTNN YR 9R°1T
0 NPIX 2122 1P10°2

48. Emendations are based on Rashi version  «nypypn wox DX°27 9%% 920 Nnw jNIRD

printed in Ain Yaakov, which is based  gsee introduction to Otzros HaAgadah Ain
on oldest known Rashi manuscripts and  yaakov pages18-19, Mishor publications 5759.

Spanish print of the Gemara. N¥7 ONX3...”
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the lions’ den, and he was a completely
devout person; and this [word] “like”
[in Rav’s expressions “like Rabbeinu
HaKadosh” and “like Daniel the Beloved”]

is not meant literally, [for Rav is referring specifically to Rebeinu
Hakadosh and specifically to Daniel].
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The second interpretation:

Another explanation: The phrase, “If he
(Moshiach) is among the living, [he is]
like Rabbeinu HaKadosh” is as if to say:
If there is [someone] who most closely
resembles (Moshiach) among theliving,
itis Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Rebbe); and if
an example is to [someone who is among]
the dead, it is [to someone] like Daniel
the Beloved.



ANALYSIS OF RASHI

Analysis of Rashi

o preface, there are two parts to Rav’s statement: First,

Moshiach can come from the living or from the dead; second,

he identifies Moshiach—as Rabeinu Hakadosh (also known as
Rebbe), if from the living, and as Daniel, if from the dead.

As will be demonstrated, Rashi’s two explanations differ only in
their understanding of the identity of Moshiach, but not in whether
Moshiach can come only from the living or also from the dead.
Rather, Rashi is saying that kegon could mean: 1. Moshiach could be
Rebbe himself or Daniel himself; or 2. Moshiach could be someone
like Rebbe if from the living, or someone like Daniel if from the dead.

Rashi’s first explanation states:

If Moshiach is [to come] from those
alive now, it is surely Rebeinu
Hakadosh [aka Rebbe or Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi], for he suffered illnesses and
was completely righteous, as is stated

1327 7130 X XTI X
IMIRD W DX - WIPR
17 ORI PwOY DUNY
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M MNA oM O°RIPNAN
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in Bava Metzia (85a). And if he was
from those who have already died, it
was Daniel, the beloved one, who was
sentenced to afflictions in the lion’s
den and who was completely righ-
teous. This [usage of the expression]
kegon—Ilike is not specific.

77) RY°¥N X222 7PINXRT
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MmN weR PR°37 7°7 72D
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“This kegon— like is not specific.” In
other words, although in its usual sense, kegon refers to an example,
meaning “such as”, according to this explanation it means “namely”,
referring to a specific personage.*

So Rashi is saying that here, kegon does not mean “like”. Rather, if
Moshiach is from the living, it is in fact Rebbe; and if from the dead,
it is Daniel.

Rashi says “kegon lav davka” according to his first explanation. As
Rav opined that up until his generation in his opinion, only Daniel
could be the Moshiach, if Moshiach were to be resurrected.

However®, after Rebeinu Hakadosh passed away it could be inferred
that Rav would still think he could be Moshiach, as Rav was Rebbe’s
student and holds Moshiach can come from the dead and Rashi (and
Yad Ramah) state both Rebbe and Daniel had the same characteristics
of being righteous and suffered.

Furthermore, if Rav would have opined that if Moshiach comes from
the dead it can only be Daniel, even in future generations, the Gemara
would have asked where Rav knows this from. Just like the Midrash
and Talmud Yerushalmi ask, when the Rabbi’s state, if Moshiach

49. “XP17 IRD” 71A2. For the literal meaning
of 1132 is “for example” - i.e. the person or
object mentioned in the given context is
merely an example, and there are other
people or objects, not mentioned, that are
included as well. This non-literal meaning

of 71130 is unusual see Sdei Chemed,
(1732) 1992 *2 N2yn. For other examples in
the Talmud of such usage of the word 7132,
see Margoliyos HaYam to our passage.

50. As I heard from my friend Rabbi Yaakov
Shapiro.
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comes from the dead it will be King David himself, the question is
immediately addressed where do the Rabbi’s know this from, to
which R’ Tanchuma is quoted as answering “I will give the reason, (as
the verse states) “And He does kindness to his Moshiach, to David”.

It is also simple to understand that when Rav says, if Moshiach comes
from the living it is Rebbe, he is not coming to exclude other future
Sages from being considered the Moshiach, in future generations, if
he will come from the living.

Furthermore, we can infer from Rashi’s precise wording regarding use
of the words “Now” and “Already”.

Why does Rashi say “if Moshiach is from those alive 1"w2¥ - now, for
sure it it is Rebbe”.

And not just “if Moshiach is from those alive, it’s Rebbe”.

Inorder notto understand Rav as holding only Rebbe will be Moshiach
if he comes from the living. But after Rebbe dies. There is never a
candidate in the future that could be Moshiach from the living.

So Rashi added the word alive 1°@2¥ - now. To forewarn not to come
to that conclusion from Rav’s statement.

So too by Daniel, Rashi says if it is from those that have died 923 -
already, then it is Daniel.

But in the future it could be someone else that will pass on.

Therefore he uses the extra words 1°W2¥ and 722 which is not stated
in the Gemara. The Gemara just said alive and dead only.

Similarly we can infer from Rashi’s use of the word "XT1 - for sure,
when speaking of Rabenu Hakadosh. “If Moshiach is from those alive
now for sure it is Rabenu Hakadosh.” As according to Rav if Moshiach
is to be from those alive at that point in time. No one else could be
thought of as Moshiach from the living.

However Rashi does not use the same expression of *X71 — for sure,
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when speaking about Daniel. As Rav’s intent was not to say no one
else could be a candidate to be Moshiach from the dead. Rather Daniel
was specifically chosen as an example for the teaching of Moshiach
from the dead as will be explained further.

As can be seen, Rashi is learning Rav to be speaking N°21°17 19IX2 -
affirmatively as to who he opines Moshiach is at this point in time,
in his generation. He is not speaking N°2°2¥ 191X - by way of exclu-
sion, to say only Rebbe and Daniel and no one else can be thought of
as Moshiach even in a future generation.



RASHI'S SECOND EXPLANATION

Rashi’s Second
Explanation

s is known, whenever Rashi offers additional explanations,
he does so because he considers the first to be somehow

lacking. So he adds one or more explanations, each of which

has its own difficulties, for otherwise that alternate explanation alone
would have been offered. Thus, each of the explanations answers the

question that is “bothering Rashi” but is incomplete and therefore
complemented by the other explanation/s.

So what’s bothering Rashi here and spurring him to add his second

explanation?

Had Rashi offered only the first explanation, we would be left with
two difficulties, as noted by the Minchas Elazar®:

51. The Munkatcher Rebbe - Divrei Torah,
Mahadura Revi’a’ah, sec. 84 (p. 617). It should
be further noted that the Yerushalmi (Kilayim
9:3; Kesubos 12:3) says that R’ Yehuda HaNasi
came (on his father’s side) from the tribe of
Binyamin — which would make identifying
Rebbe as Moshiach even more difficult, as

he is not even from the tribe of Yehuda (the
tribe of King David and his descendants). The
Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 33:3), too, states
that Rebbe was from the tribe of Binyamin,
but adds that R’ Yehuda HaNasi descended
from a woman from the tribe of Yehuda.
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1. How can Rav say that Rebbe could be Moshiach, when we know that
Rebbe is not a descendant from Kings David and Shlomo?

2. Why is Daniel singled out? Of all the deceased, was Daniel the only
one who was righteous and suffered? Surely not!

These questions do not arise according to the second explanation, as
will be explained.

Rashi’s second explanation states:

Lishna acharina—Another explanation:
Kegon—like Rabenu Hakadosh. K’lomar
— as if to say, if there is dugmaso —
someone resembling him among the
living, it is Rabenu Hakadosh. And if a
dugma — an example among the dead,
hainu kegon — itis someone like Daniel,
the beloved one.

vIPn 13’27 11

DTN R X017

As we shall see, Rashi’s second explanation does not come to negate
the two possibilities that Rav explicitly states, of Moshiach coming
from the living or the dead. Rather, Rashi comes to explain who Rav
identified as Moshiach in each case.

Now to analyze Rashi’s words in detail.
“Lishna acharina—another explanation.”

This is a rabbinic idiom used to refer to an alternate explanation.
Rashi then quotes the text of the Talmud, as if using an introductory
quote, saying “kegon Rabeinu Hakadosh”, and then adds “k’lomar—
as if to say”. Once again, Rashi is coming to explain the word kegon
as it relates to the personages of Rebbe and Daniel. “If there is
someone resembling him (Moshiach) among the living, it is Rabeinu
Hakadosh.”

Here Rashi comes to answer the first question above: How can Rav
say that Rebbe himself could be the Moshiach (as according to the
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first explanation, kegon is not meant in its usual sense)? How is this
possible, considering that Rebbe isn’t descended from Kings David
and Shlomo? Therefore, Rashi explains kegon to mean someone
like Rebbe, but not Rebbe himself. Rebbe is mentioned in order to
describe someone who typifies whoever Moshiach will be if he is to
come from the living.

“And if a dugma—an example among the dead.”

Note that this is a different expression from that said about Rebbe: “If
there is someone resembling him among the living.”

“It is kegon—someone like Daniel, the beloved one.”

As can be seen, this comes to answer the second question above: Why
does Rav single out Daniel? This implies that out of all the dead of
all the generations, Daniel was the only one who suffered and was
righteous and therefore he will be the Moshiach, if Moshiach is to
come from the dead. But are there not many others who are similarly
worthy?%?

Inresponse to this, Rashi explains that Rav was speaking in the context
of an example®: If there is someone who resembles, Moshiach from
the living, then that is Rebbe. And if you want a dugma—example
of someone who could be Moshiach from the dead, then it’s someone
like—kegon Daniel.

Thus, the salient difference between Rashi’s first and second explana-
tions is in how we are to understand the word kegon. This is relevant
to who would be Moshiach—Rebbe or Daniel, or someone like Rebbe

52. The Munkatcher asks why did Rav not
mention [for example] the Ten Martyrs
(M29n 3177 7WwY)? He is bothered as well
by Rashi’s comment that Daniel suffered in
the lion’s den; after all, Daniel was there but
for a brief time, and the lions did not harm
him! The Munkatcher suggests that Daniel’s
real source of suffering was that he was told
when Moshiach will come (see Daniel 7:25),

and he knew that it would be thousands of
years. Because of these various difficulties,
the Munkatcher prefers Rashi’s second
interpretation.

53. Rashi begins this interpretation with the
word MY, as if to say. (The word 172 in
Rashi’s Talmud commentary always means
he is veering from the presumed plain
meaning of the text.)
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and Daniel. Both explanations acknowledge that Rav stated that
Moshiach could come either from the living or from the dead.

The second explanation thus resolves the difficulties with the first
explanation. Which leads to the question why didn’t Rashi just give
the second explanation and omit the first explanation.

It appears the answer would be. Being R’ Chaninah was possibly a
Kohen® and the Yeshiva of R’ Chaninah were saying he is Raui Lehyos
Moshiach. Seemingly R’ Chaninah has the same issue as Rebbe that
he wasn’t a descendant from King David from his fathers side.

Therefore, Rashi must bring his first explanation, that Rav was also
saying Rebbe was Raui Lehyos Moshiach, as per Minchas Elazar its
possible to say Rav didn’t hold that one must be from the Davidic
dynasty from ones fathers side. The Mothers side could be enough.>

And also regarding Daniel. Being we know the continuation of the
Gemara is that Rav specifically holds King David will not be Moshiach.
Rashi cannot just bring the second explanation alone. As that would
then imply that Rav holds King David could also be Moshaich, as King
David can be thought of as like Daniel.

Therefore Rashi cannot omit the first explanation, that Rav Specifi-
cally used Daniel to teach Moshiach can come from the dead. “Hei
Kegon Lav Davka” that specifically Daniel was used and not just
anyone Like Daniel in order to exclude King David.

So Rashi brings the two explanations as both are needed and both
compliment each other. And both explanations show that Rav was
teaching that Moshiach can come from the living or the dead.

54. Sefer Seder hadoros states that R° Chama was also a Kohen. Kohanim are from
Chaninah stam, is R’ Chaninah bar Chama, the tribe of Levi.

likely the brother of Pinchas bar chama, who
was a known Kohen. Sefer seder hadoros
concludes that it is possible R’ Chaninah bar

55. See also Maharsha and Ben Yehoyada,
regarding R’ Nachman being son in law from
Raish Galusa. cf. page 29 side column.
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Incorrect understanding of
Rashi’s first explanation

ashi states in his first interpretation:

“And if he (Moshiach) was (haya) 925 MY IMIRD 7T ORY
from those who have already MTRR WK ORI 00
died, it was (haya) Daniel, the beloved AR 212 P02 PTIW
one, who was sentenced to afflictions in =59 713 oM
the lion’s den and was (haya) completely
righteous.”

Some erroneously explain, that Rashi is explaining Rav to have said: If
you want to know who was someone that was fit to be Moshiach in his
day, while he was alive, but is now dead, then this was Daniel. They
learn this to mean not that Rav is saying that Moshiach can come
from the dead, and if so, it will be Daniel. Instead, they understand
that Rashi opines that Rav only holds Moshiach is from the living
and the fact that he mentioned the dead is only to say that Daniel was
fitting to become Moshiach during his lifetime, but not that he will
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be Moshiach when Hashem brings the Redemption, as Daniel is now
dead.

However, this approach to understanding Rashi appears to be incor-
rect for the following reasons.

As mentioned above, Rashi states that both Rebbe and Daniel share
identical characteristics, for both were completely righteous and
suffered. If so, what is Rav coming to add by specifically stating
that Daniel “was” also fit to be Moshiach in his day, several genera-
tions before Rav. Why does Rav go so far back to pick someone with
the same personality traits as Rebbe? If Rav isn’t teaching us that
Moshiach can come from the dead, what innovation does Rav teach
by mentioning Daniel, right after, and in the same sentence, as he just
taught us about Rebbe? (Mai ka’mashma lan?)

Furthermore, if Rav is not coming to teach that Moshiach can come
from the dead, but only from the living, and the fact that that person
is dead is incidental, surely Rav would then have chosen to mention
two distinct personality types who could be Moshiach.

To illustrate, if Rav wanted to teach us that fitness to be Moshiach
could require one of several possible dominant characteristics,
from a variety of distinct character traits such as the trait of “Toraso
umanuso”, that he be a renowned Torah scholar who studies dili-
gently day and night. Or could have the dominant trait of recognizing
Divine Providence in everything he experiences. Thus demonstrating
Moshiach could have different dominant traits.

Then Rav could have said (for example): if you want to know who
could be Moshiach from the living, it is Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, as
he personified “Toraso umanuso”—and from the dead it is Nachum
Ish Gam Zu, as he constantly recognized Divine Providence in all
that he experienced. I.e. since R’ Shimon Bar Yochai and Nochum Ish
Gam Zu didn’t live in the same generation and perhaps since there
is no one as renowned for the traits of Nochum Ish Gam Zu, during
the same generation as R’ Shimon Bar Yochai, therefore it might be
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necessary to pick someone from the dead to teach us which distinct
traits Moshiach could have.

However, as stated above, Rebbe and Daniel are described as sharing
identical character traits. So what further is Rav coming to teach us by
mentioning Daniel?

And if that was really Rav’s intention he could have said “Two people
are befitting to be Moshiach, Rebbe and Daniel.” And there would be
no need to mention alive and dead.

Furthermore, the use of the word “haya” in relation to Daniel, is in
converse to Rashi’s earlier explanation regarding Rebbe being in the
present tense.

Rather, the most straightforward and logical way of understanding
Rashi is as follows:

And if Moshiach will be someone that has already died, then
according to Rav, this is Daniel.

This understanding of Rashi, is further supported by the version of
Rashi in the Ain Yaakov:

“And if He is, from those who have died 922 INNW 1NIRNM NI OXI
already, it is Daniel.” TN WOR PRI 900

This understanding also fits with the flow of
the Gemara in relation to its resemblance to the Midrash, as will be
discussed below.
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Incorrect understanding of
Rashi’s second explanation

ome erroneously interpret Rashi’s second explanation to mean

that Rav was not speaking about Moshiach coming from the

dead. And even interpret it as negating the idea that Rav stated
that Moshiach can come from the dead. They argue, Rav was identi-
fying a righteous man from the living who resembles Moshiach and
a righteous man from the dead who merely resembles Moshiach.
However, they maintain, Moshiach can only actually come from the
living.

In the previous section, I explained affirmatively (bofan chiyuvi) how
to understand why Rashi gives two explanations and the differences
between them. I will now explain by way of negation (bofan shlili)
why I believe this understanding is incorrect.

I will demonstrate firstly by explaining the words of Rashi, and then
by explaining the context of the statement of Rav in our Gemara.
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Rashi’s second explanation quotes the words “kegon Rabeinu
Hakadosh”, which is presented in a similar manner to an introduc-
tory quote (dibur hamaschil), and it is followed by “k’lomar—as if to
say”. It follows that Rashi intends to explain (at least primarily) why
Rav used the word kegon and how to understand its use here.

Rashi’s statement about Rebbe is clear—Rebbe is merely an example
of someone who “resembles” Moshiach.

However, although one could interpret Rashi’s words “dugmaso—
someone resembling him (the Moshiach)” as referring to Moshiach
from the living. As by default, this would be our assumption. None-
theless, Rashi then states “dugmaso—resembles him (the Moshiach)
b’chaim—from the living”.

Thus, so far the only difference between the two explanations is who
will be the Moshiach from the living, Rebbe himself, as per the first
explanation, or someone else who is similar to Rebbe.

Rashi now starts to explain the second part and starts with the words:
“And if an example among the dead.”

Now let’s consider the theory that Rashi wanted to teach us that Rav
does not intend to teach that Moshiach can come from the dead, and
that he only mentions the dead in order to provide an example of
someone who resembles Moshiach from the dead.

If this were the case, Rashi would have used the exact same expression
as he used with regard to Rebbe—he would then have said “and if
there is dugmaso—someone resembling him—among the dead”.

But instead of dugmaso, Rashi uses a different expression: “and if a
dugma—an example among the dead.”

Rashi then continues: “hainu kegon—it is someone like Daniel,
the beloved one”.

Again, a close reading shows that when Rashi explains that Rebbe is
an “example”, Rashi says “hainu—it is” Rebbe.

| 63



64 |

KUNTRES SHMOI SHEL MOSHIACH

But when Rashi identifies an example of Moshiach from the dead, he
doesn’t write (as he does with regard to Rebbe) “hainu—it is” Daniel.

Rather, Rashi writes “hainu kegon—it is someone like Daniel, the
beloved one”.

Rashi says that Moshiach can be anyone from the dead who is kegon—
like Daniel.

So when Rav uses the word kegon, he is speaking about an example.
He is saying that if you want an example of who could be Moshiach
from the living, in his generation, then Rebbe is that example. And if
you want an example of who could be Moshiach from the dead, from
the many previous generations, then it is someone like Daniel.

But according to the above alternate explanation, why would Rashi
use the term “example” twice regarding Daniel—first “dugma” and
then again “kegon”? This repetition would be unnecessary and
nonsensical.

Furthermore, according to that explanation, what additional teaching
and novelty would Rav be adding by mentioning that Daniel is an
example of Moshiach, albeit from the dead? (Mai ka'mashma lan?)

Thus, it is clear that Rashi is not negating the two possibilities of
Moshiach coming from the living or the dead.



COMPARISON WITH EICHA RABBA

Comparison with
Eicha Rabba

further explanation as to why that alternate understanding of
Rashi’s second explanation would be erroneous:

As mentioned above. This Talmudic discussion is also found
in Midrash Eicha Rabba.

There this discussion begins with the words “What is the name of
the King Moshiach?” I noted several similarities and discrepancies
between the Midrash and our Gemara above at length.

The salient difference between our Gemara and the Midrash is that
the Midrash concludes by stating: “If Moshiach comes from the living,
his nameis David. If Moshiach comes from the dead, his name is David.”

All the commentaries there interpret the Midrash as saying that if
Moshiach comes from the dead, it will be King David himself. The
Midrash thus clearly teaches that Moshiach can come from the living
or the dead.

By contrast, our Gemara concludes with a statement of Rav: “If
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Moshiach is from the living, kegon Rebbe, if Moshiach is from the dead,
kegon Daniel.>®”

As can be seen clearly from the context and flow of the Gemara and
Midrash, that it intends to teach us the ways in which Moshiach
can come, from the living or the dead, and about the attributes and
personality that Moshiach will have. This is the reason that the
Gemara brings Rav’s statement about Rebbe and Daniel.

Not realizing the similarities between the Midrash and our Gemara
could lead one to the attitude that Chazal and Rishonim never
discussed Moshiach from the dead and perhaps even dismissed it.

However, the Midrash, the Yerushalmi, and the Zohar all mention
that Moshiach can come from the dead—”David is his name”, just
as our Gemara states regarding kegon Daniel.

56. I explained that our Gemara chooses to  of “David is his name”, for Rav’s statement
conclude with the statement of Rav instead  about kegon Daniel is the greater novelty.
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Another David

urthermore, as mentioned earlier. Right after Rav states that if
Moshiach comes from the dead, it is someone like Daniel, the
Gemara continues and quotes again from Rav:

“Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav,
in the future, Hashem will raise up
another David for them [the Jewish
people], for it states, ‘they will serve
Hashem, their G-d, and David, their
King, whom I will raise up for them—
akim®”. It doesn’t say heikim—whom I
raised up but akim—whom I will raise

99

up”.

This implies that Rav specifically holds
that King David himself will not be
Moshiach.

TNY 27 MK 770 27 MK
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57. Yirmiyahu 30:40.
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The Gemara continues:

“Rav Pappa said to Abaye: ‘Is it not written my servant David will
be Nasi - the leader, over them forever’ ?”%

So how can Rav say that King David will not be Moshiach (if Moshiach
comes from the dead)? Abaye responds, “It’s like keisar and palgei
keisar”. Rashi explains that Moshiach will be the keisar—Kking, and
(the resurrected) King David, the palgei keisar—his viceroy.

As explained earlier, in this passage, the Gemara is coming to answer
a question one could ask on the previous section. If Moshiach can
come from the dead, why does Rav specifically use an example from
Daniel, as Moshiach and not King David himself, whom the verse in
Yechezkel implies will be Moshiach? To this the Gemara answers that,
Rav understands, the verse “I will raise up”, precludes King David
from being resurrected as Moshiach himself; rather, King David will
be resurrected as Moshiach’s viceroy.

Thus, Rav’s opinion is that anyone who resembles Daniel from the
dead can be Moshiach, and will be known as “David”—“Another
David”—and this is the meaning of “his name is David”. However,
King David himself is not a potential candidate due to the above verse
stating akim.

In any case, it emerges that Rav disagrees with the Zohar, Midrash,
and Yerushalmi, which all state that “his [Moshiach’s] name is
David,” meaning that if Moshiach is to come from the dead, it will be
King David himself.

As mentioned earlier, the Zohar was written by Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai, from the era of the Tannaim, while Rav is technically from
the era of the Amoraim, who are not fit to disagree with Sages of the
previous era. However the Gemara states that Rav is an exception to
this rule: “Rav Tana hu, u’palig”—Rav lived at the end of the era of
Tannaim, and is of the caliber to disagree with a Tanna.

58. Yechezkel 37:25.
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Yet Rav still holds that “David Shmei”, his name will be David, however
“Another David”. This clearly recognizes the possible scenario that
Moshiach can come from the dead. As to negate the notion of King
David as Moshiach, the presumption is that Moshiach could come
from the dead®, and that it could be any Tzaddik from the Davidic
dynasty, that is like Daniel.

Moreover, as mentioned above, it appears that “David is his name” is a
dispute between the Talmud Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi regarding
whether King David will be Moshiach or “Another David”.

59. Otherwise the Gemara would have stated =~ mentioned before not one Sage questioned or
explicitly King David can’t be the Moshiach  argued with the notion of Moshiach coming
as Moshiach cannot come from the dead. As  from the dead.
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Yad Ramah

he Yad Ramah an early Rishon, lived at the same time as the
Rambam. Has a commentary on our Gemara.

He writes as follows:

“Rav said, if he is from the living; If Moshiach is from those that
are alive now, he is like Rabeinu Hakadosh, as he was devout and
suffered sicknesses. Andifheis from

DX X7 X7 10 °X 27 NN the earlier generations that have
X7 WOV UMW 19K mwn died. There is no example among
RY R WP 11°20 A0 them except for Daniel the beloved.
™ DRY DXRPnm 92107 Ton As he was a descendant of David and
X177 NNY DONWRIT NN was completely righteous and he
5X°17 KPR D72 AT PR was judged to suffer, as they threw
T YN MY MR WOR him into the lions den. And there is
0°710°2 N1 M3 PR M [another] explanation, if there is an

N L.NPIR 2R Imdhwnw example of him [Moshiach] among
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the living it is Rabeinu Hakadosh DN INANT W OR PwIDn
and if an example among the dead it NP317 ORY1 WITPO 13°20 110
is [someone] like Daniel.” PR°17 1130 22NNk X1

As can be seen Yad Ramah’s explana-

tion is strikingly similar to Rashi’s. It appears that Yad Ramah learned
this Gemara together with Rashi’s comentary. It also appears that he
based his commentary upon Rashi’s commentary and made some
minor changes where his opinion differed from Rashi.

While Yad Ramabh is saying in sum and substance, similar to Rashi,
in that he is explaining that Rav is to be understood as teaching us
Moshiach can come from the living or the dead.

There are some nuanced differences. Salient differences appear to be,
according to Yad Ramabh first explanation someone like - kegon Rebbe
can be Moshiach from the living. This would perhaps include Rebbe
but not as overtly as Rashi. As Rashi said for sure only Rebbe could be
considered Moshiach from the living.

Concerning Daniel, Yad Ramah states if Moshiach is from the earlier
generations that have died there is no example among them that
could be Moshiach except for Daniel.

i.e. while anyone righteous from the earlier generations that died,
could be Moshiach. Nonetheless Rav opines, practically speaking
Daniel is the only example among them. As Daniel is a descendant of
King David®, completely righteous and was judged to suffer.

Yad Ramah doesn’t state as Rashi that kegon should not have its usual
meaning of like.

Yad Ramah’s second explanation, he appears to be quoting Rashi’s
second explanation verbatim minus the Dibur haMaschil followed
by k’lomar. And appears to be understood similar to Rashi second

60. It should be noted Yad Ramah didn’t
state Rebbe was a descendant of King David.



72 |

KUNTRES SHMOI SHEL MOSHIACH

explanation in that Rebbe is just an example that resembles
Moshiach. And anyone kegon - like Daniel is an example of who could
be Moshiach from the dead.

The difference between Yad Ramah first explanation and his second
appears to be that, according to his first explanation, someone like
Rebbe could be Moshiach from the living, which perhaps could also
include Rebbe. And from the dead anyone that is a descendant of
King David, righteous and suffered could be Moshiach. However, in
practice Yad Ramah explains, that Rav held that up to his generation
only Daniel is an example of who could be Moshiach from the dead.

In his second explanation Rebbe is completely disassociated from
being thought of as Moshiach and merely resembles Moshiach from
the living. And regarding Daniel, anyone like Daniel is an example of
who could be Moshiach from the dead.

As can be seen, according to both explanations of Yad Ramah. Rav is
teaching us that Moshiach can come from the living or the dead and
that it could be anyone who is righteous, suffered, and is a descendant
of King David®.

61. Maharsha ad loc. also understands Ravas  Gemara to say “One should not find it diffi-
teaching Moshiach can come from the living  cult that the King Moshiach will be one who
or the dead. See also Abarbanel Yeshuos isresurrected.”

Meshicho (Jerusalem, 5753, p.104) quote our
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Midrash Eicha Rabba
1:51
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Talmud Yerushalmi
Brachos Chapter 2 - Halacha 4
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