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ing woman is to be praised,” refers to
Moshe Rabbeinu.

3. If Hashem would have placed
into the heart of Pharaoh that he
let the Jewish people go, from his
own good will, without the need for
the 10 plagues — even though they
would go free, they would have re-
mained “beholden” to Pharaoh with
gratitude for setting them free. This
is the intention of the Ba'al HaHaga-
da: “If Hashem had not extracted us
[himself, but would have put the idea
into Pharaoh’s mind], we would still
be ‘beholden’ to Pharaoh.”

— Chasam Sofer

4. The letters Vov, Lamed, and
Tzaddik.

5. (1:) The count of 620 is only of
the version in parshas Yisro.

(2:) The version in parshas Vaes-
chanan contains 707 letters.

6. The last 7 letters of the Aseres
Hadibros — “qv1% 2wx — which is
your fellow’s” — hint to the 7 dera-
bonon mitzvos. Until those words,
there are 613 letters, corresponding
to the min hatorah mitzvos.

The Chovas Halevavos explains
that fulfillment of mitzvos associat-
ed with the heart are not defined by
a specific quantity — as every day,
one can understand more and more
about Hashem’s greatness, and there-
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by love Him more, for example.

“9v1 — your friend" refers to Hash-
em, as the passuk (Mishlei, 27:10)
states: “Do not desert your friend
and your father’s friend,” which
Rashi interprets as a reference to
Hashem.

This is why the count of 613 ends
before the words “qv1Y 7wx — what
is your friend’s” — for this is a ref-
erence to mitzvos relating directly
to our “friend” — Hashem; mean-
ing mitzvos of the heart. And before
this, the count ends — for there is no
limit to such mitzvos. — Chasam Sofer

7. The Rebbe explains that the
thunder and lightning at Matan To-
rah was not only physical but also
spiritual: It indicated spiritual “up-
heaval,” in that the true existence of
every creation in the world was re-
vealed. Instead of its usual appear-
ance of being self standing, the G-dly
spark giving life to everything was
revealed within them. This was the
spiritual turmoil, “thunder and light-
ning,” which occurred during Matan
Torah.

8. The Rambam writes in his re-
sponsa that we should not stand
during the reading of Aseres Had-
ibros, because of the heretics who
claim that only the Aseres Hadibros
were divinely transmitted.
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The Sha’arei Efraim, amongst oth-
ers, explains that it is not a problem
because the reason for standing is to
emulate and remember how it was
when Hashem gave the Torah —
when the Torah says that the Yidden
“stood at a distance” (20:15).

We can explain that in order to
avoid the worry mentioned by the
Rambam, we stand facing the To-
rah, specifically — to express that
we are not standing for the Aseres
Hadibros as a solitary entity, but as
part of the entire Torah, and its foun-
dation. (Heard from the author of “Chikrei
Minhagim”)

9. Just like Hashem waited 3
months from the exodus from Mitz-
rayim to “marry” the Jewish people
at Matan Torah, a giyores, a woman
who was captured, or a freed maid
servant, should not marry until 3
months after their conversion or
freedom.

10. The passuk tells us that Yisro
brought “nnYX% o'man A%y — a
burnt offering and sacrifices to Hash-
em.” The acronym for these words is
the word, “21w — yoke,” to indicate
that Yisro accepted upon himself the
yoke of Torah and mitzvos, and that
of Hashem’s dominion.

More Seforim of Rabbi Wilhelm can
be found at: www.RabbiWilhelm.com



ONE MAY WONDER! mnny s

Geula and Moshiach

1. Where is “Moshiach ben Dovid”
hinted in our parsha?
(VoKW 2177 *2TIN TINN)
Davening
2."Charm is false and beauty is fu-
tile; a G-d-fearing woman is to be
praised” (Mishlei, 31:30). Where
in this passuk are Odom Harishon,
Noach and Moshe Rabbeinu men-

tioned?
(XY 137 107 NwAa Mvnw vIpY?)

3. In the Hagada, we say: “We were
slaves... And if G-d did not extract
us... we would still be beholden
to Pharaoh in Egypt” Why does
the sentence begin with the term

“slaves,” and conclude with the term
“beholden”?

(1 NnwHn 1910 ONnaY Awn Dn)
General Topic

4. Which of the Alef Beis are not
included in the name of any masech-
es of mishna/gemoro?
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5. It is known that there are 620 let-
ters in the Aseres Hadibros, which is
the numerical value of the word “an>
— crown,” and corresponds to the
613 min hatorah mitzvos, and the 7
mitzvos derabonon. (1:) Is this the
count of the version of Aseres Had-
ibors in parshas Yisro, or in parshas
Vaeschanan? (2:) How many more
letters does one have over the oth-
er?

6. In which 2 letters of the Aseres
Hadibros is there a hint to the 7 der-
abonon mitzvos? And what does this
indicate?

(7210 oY wn nIn)

7. Why was there thunder and
lightning during the Mattan Torah?
If to instill fear of Hashem, it would
have seemed enough that Hashem
showed his glory!

(24 MY 25 PR MW "vIPY)
8. The Hayom Yoms about when

"2

) ic»

we read the Aseres Hadibros (par-
shas Yisro, Shavuos, and parshas
Vaeschanan) state that we stand
while facing the sefer Torah. With
regard to Az Yashir, it only says that
we stand, but does not mention that
we should face the sefer Torah. Why

the difference?
MYW (1N 7D P18 NRXIT) 072NN Mawn)
((r"yo "1 7Yw) 0MoX

9. Which halacha with regard to a
giyores is hinted at in the fact that
Matan Torah occured in the 3rd
month from Nissan (the first of the

months) — Sivan?
(X, 07 11NwD oMo YYa)

10. Which 3 words in our parsha
are an acronym for the word “%iy
— yoke,” to hint that Yisro accept-
ed upon himself the yoke of Torah,
the yoke of mitzvos, and the yoke of

Hashem’s dominion?
((3’ ,I'I’) Mmn '1113)

1. At the end of parshas Beshalach,
the annihilation of Amalek is dis-
cussed. When Amalek will be erased,
Moshiach’s arrival will be complete.
This is hinted in the word “ynwn
11n* — and Yisro heard,” which has
the numerical value of the words
“117 12 "wna — through Moshiach
ben Dovid.”

It is also the numerical value of
“on mw N’ pYny n»nn — the era-
sure of Amalek, may his name and
remembrance be obliterated.”

— “Imrei Mordechai”

2. Yalkut Shimoni interprets:
“Charm is false” — Noach’s charm,
about which the passuk states: “And
Noach found favor, etc” [Meaning:

because according to one under-
standing, Noach was only righteous
compared to his own generation.]

“And beauty is futile” — this re-
fers to Odom Harishon, whose heel
dimmed the light of the sun. If this
was how his heel was, all the more so
his face [but it is still “futile”].

And out of them all, “a G-d-fear-



